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HERSETH            SUPPORTS NEW LEGISLATIVE LINE-ITEM VETO TO CUT DOWN ON WASTEFUL SPENDING

Rescission            Authority Would Shine a Light on Unnecessary Pork, Add Transparency            and Accountability to Budget Process

June 22,            2006, Washington, D.C. - U.S.            Rep. Stephanie Herseth today announced her support for a legislative            line-item veto that would give the president limited authority to propose            a cancellation of specific, individual spending items during the appropriations            process. The bill is scheduled for consideration later today on the            House floor. 

Herseth said, "This            bill would shine a light on wasteful spending and provide for a standalone            vote on the most egregious abuses of taxpayer money. I am hopeful that            this bill will make lawmakers think twice about trying to sneak unnecessary            pet projects into spending bills. We need more accountability and transparency            in our budget process." Herseth is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition,            a group of moderate Democrats committed to fiscal discipline and budget            reform. 

The bill differs            from previous versions of a line-item veto. Most significantly, the            bill requires Congressional approval of any rescission requests by the            President, which must be limited to specific spending or targeted tax            items. This provision is designed to eliminate an aspect of the line-item            veto law that was found to be unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme Court            in 1998. 

Additionally, the            bill:

    -  limits the president              to submitting five rescission requests per bill, or ten for an omnibus              budget reconciliation or appropriations legislation package. 
    -  prevents the              president from repeatedly targeting a single spending item by restricting              the president from requesting a veto on a single spending or narrowly              targeted tax item more than once. 
    -  includes a Sense              of the Congress that the president should not use the line-item veto              as a quid pro quo to win lawmakers' votes on legislation. 
    -  contains an automatic              sunset in six years, meaning that two presidential administrations              will have had the opportunity to use it as a tool to control spending.              This six-year sunset provision would give Congress the ability to              review the effects of the bill and make an educated decision about              renewal. 

A previous attempt            at a line-item veto in the 1990's did not meet constitutional muster,            as it was deemed to be a violation of the Presentment Clause of the            Constitution. Today's bill, however, retains Congress' legislative authority            by requiring a congressional vote in order for a presidential rescission            request to be approved.
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Herseth added that            a line-item veto is just a starting point: "We can and must do            more to reform the budget process in Congress. In particular, pay-as-you-go            rules are essential to getting the federal deficit under control.
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